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wherein X is alkyl having less than 5 carbon atoms, Y is -H or -COCHg; Z 
is selected from the /roup consisting of alky! having less than 5 carbon 
atoms, alkoxy-al kyl /having less than 6 carbon atoms, hydroxy-al kyl having 
less than 4 carbo/ atoms, carboxy-al kyl having less than 5 carbon atoms, 
carbalkoxy-al kyl/ having less than 6 carbon atoms, halogen-al kyl having 
less than 4 carbon atoms, N,N-dial kylaminoal kyl having less than 6 
carbon atoms/ aryl hydrocarbon-al kyl having less^than 10 carbon atoms 
and cycloa/fkyl having less than 7 carbon' atoms; or X and Z, along 



loa/i 



with the/C atom to which they are bonded, form a cyclic moiety 
selected from the group consisting of a hydrocarbon ring having less than 
7 carbon^J^QmsT^TTTydrocarbon ring havi"ng less than 7 carbon atoms which 
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is substituted with at least on* 



ical se le^tHd~- from> the group consisting 
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of alkyl having less than 4 carbon atoms, halogen yalid carbalkoxy having 

i / I 

less than 4 carbon atoms; the pipeline ring; arid the pipeline ring which 

is substituted with a radical selected fron/the group consiting of linear 
alkyl having from 1 to 8 carbon atoms, branched alkyl having from 3 to 8 
carbon atoms, alkenyl having 3 or 4 carbon atoms, cycloalkyl having from 
3 to 6 carbon atoms, al koxyal kyl having from 3 to 7 carbon atoms, aryl 
hydrocarbon-alky 1 having less trhan 9 carbon atoms, alkyl-furyl having 5 or 
6 carbon atoms, alkyl tetrahydrof uryl having 5 or 6 carbon atoms, 
carbalkoxy having less tham 4 carbon atoms, and alkanoyl having from 2 to 
6 carbon atoms, and haj^oalkanoyl having from 2 to 6 carbon atoms and one 
haloatom only. 

16, 17,/l8» 19-tetrahydroderi vati ves thereof; and 
16, yf> 18, 19, 28>_ ^§jJ^^ydrod thereof. 

2. A method of preparing a rifamycin compound of Claim 1 
which comprises reacting a compound having the formula 
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wherein Y is -H or VCOCH^, its 16, 17, 18, 1 9-tetrahydroderi vati ves or 
its. 16, 17, 18, 19, £8, 29rhexahydroderivatives, with a ketone having the 
^ formula 

1 \ Z 
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wherein X and Z are as\ defined in Claim 1 or X and Z along with the C 
atom to which they are \bonded are as defined in Claim 1. 




